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View from the 
Quarterdeck 

Harry Armenia, 
Commodore 2021 

 
Hello Everyone! 
 
2020 has come and gone and what 
a year.  I ate a whole can of Black 
Eyed Peas on January 1, so 2021 has 
to be better. 
 
I know we are looking forward to 
getting back to getting together on 
the Bay Star again.  Remember we 
still have some activities going 
on.  We will be having cruises water 
and land, races, watching the races 
on the fantail on Wednesday night, 
the book club still is meeting and 
hopefully a few will start to get 
together for poker nights.  The club 
is also open for Happy Hour on 
Saturday nights from 6:00pm to 
9:00pm or later for some who want 
to get together for drinks and 
socializing.  
 
The 2021 committee chairs and the 
board are listed in this Bowsprit 
edition for everyone’s information.   
We still have Education, Dinners 
and a Facebook manager 
committee positions open for 
anyone who is interested. 
 
To volunteer as a committee helper 
feel free to contact the committee 

chair.  It can be for a short or long 
period of time.  You are welcome to 
help or be part of several 
committees at anytime  
 
Contact information (phone, email, 
etc.) is not listed because the 
Bowsprit has distribution beyond 
club members.  You can find this 
information in the members only 
section of the BYC web. 
 
I do want to thank all the 
Chairpersons who participated last  
year a BIG Thank You!  I am thinking 
on how to do some kind of Officer 
Installation.  Perhaps virtually  or 
later in the year for an in-person 
event.  I will keep you posted. 
 
We are hoping with the new 
vaccinations we will get back to 
some kind of new normal soon.   
 
Thank you again for supporting the 
Bay Yacht Club.   
 
Harry  
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BYC Officers and Directors, 2021 
 
Commodore  Harry Armenia 
Vice Commodore Jim Zelnik 
Rear Commodore Susie Portis 
Secretary  Phyllis Vaughn 
Treasurer  Walter Crawford 
Directors  Larry Haas 
   Larry Frank 
   Mary Kay Schultz 
   John Stoner 

BYC Committee Chairs, 2021 

Beverage  John Stoner 
Bowsprit  Jim Robertson 
Book Club  Sue Byrne 
Cruise-Local (Water) Rick Bell 
Cruise-Land  Judy Crawford 
Dinners   Your name here! 
Education  Your name here! 
Facebook  Your name here! 
Facilities  Jim Zelnik 
Finance   Walter Crawford 
Membership  Susie Portis 
Member Roster  Jerry Vaughn 
Merchandise  Glenda Zelnik 
Photography  Larry Haas  
Poker Night  Joe Blair 
Race   Doug Weakly 
Social   Kathy Indrelunas 
Scholarship  Phyllis Vaugh 
Sunfish   John Stoner 
Webmaster  Jane Scott 
  

Book Club 
Sue Byrne 

 
On January 12, 2021, the Book 
Club will meet via Zoom to 
discuss Helen Zia’s The Last 
Boat out of Shanghai. It tells 
the dramatic real life stories of 
four young people caught up in 

the mass exodus of Shanghai in the wake of China's 
1949 Communist revolution. 
 
 
From Goodreads: 
 
Shanghai has historically been China's jewel, its richest, 
most modern and westernized city. The bustling 
metropolis was home to sophisticated intellectuals, 
entrepreneurs, and a thriving middle class when Mao's 
proletarian revolution emerged victorious from the long 
civil war. Terrified of the horrors the Communists would 
wreak upon their lives, citizens of Shanghai who could 
afford to fled in every direction. Seventy years later, 
members of the last generation to fully recall this 
massive exodus have revealed their stories to Chinese 
American journalist Helen Zia, who interviewed 
hundreds of exiles about their journey through one of 
the most tumultuous events of the twentieth century. 
From these moving accounts, Zia weaves together the 
stories of four young Shanghai residents who wrestled 
with the decision to abandon everything for an 
uncertain life as refugees in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and the 
United States. 
 

We hope you will find this selection interesting and join 
us at 7 pm on the 12th. Contact me to be included in an 
email providing information to join the discussion on 
Zoom. 
  



 

The Bowsprit, January 2021 Page 3 

 

Doug Weakly and Melissa Quinones 

Returning BYC Members.  Good to have them back. 
 
WELCOME ABOARD and WELCOME BACK!! 

 

 

From BoatUS: Caution about Official-
Looking Vessel Documentation Renewal 
Notices that are not from the USCG 

Can Lead to Confusion and Higher Costs 

BoatUS advises boaters to be vigilant when 
renewing USCG vessel documentation 

SPRINGFIELD, Va., Dec. 15, 2020 – Boat Owners 
Association of The United States (BoatUS) is advising 
boaters with vessels that have a U.S. Coast Guard 
Certificate of Documentation to be wary of any letter 
arriving by U.S. mail offering renewal. 

BoatUS advises that while the Coast Guard does send 
official annual renewal notices by U.S. mail, other 
notices being received by boaters are not from the Coast 
Guard but rather third-party companies whose name or 
return addresses may appear similar to that of the official 
U.S. Coast Guard National Vessel Documentation 
Center (NVDC). 

These letters direct boaters to websites that may be 
mistaken for the actual Coast Guard NVDC located in 
Falling Waters, West Virginia.  The letters appear to 
show a significant increase in the annual fee to renew 
Coast Guard documentation. 

In 2017 the Coast Guard issued a bulletin that says in 
part: 

“The NVDC is aware that there are commercial entities 
that offer to manage the certification/renewal process on 
behalf of vessel owners for a fee. The Coast Guard does 
not endorse any of these companies, and the companies 
do not operate on behalf of the Coast Guard in any way. 
Any fees charged or agreements offered by such 
companies are in no way associated with the NVDC 
certification process. In addition, these companies are 
not authorized to issue any form of documentation, 
including travel letters and/or permits that authorize 
operation of ANY vessel. Customer complaints can be 
made through the Federal Trade Commission's (FTC) 
website at https://www.ftc.gov/.” 

While third-party companies may legitimately provide 
services to assist with vessel documentation renewals, 
the Coast Guard’s own renewal process is simple for 
most vessels and the price, $26 annually, is often much 
lower than what third-party services may charge. To 
renew, go to the Coast Guard National Documentation 
Center website at https://www.uscg.mil/nvdc and click on 
“instructions and forms,” then “Certificate of 
Documentation Application for Renewal.” BoatUS notes 
that the Coast Guard NVDC now also offers renewal 
options up to five years for recreational vessels. 

BoatUS also advises boaters who may have received 
mail that they believe is misleading or deceptive to 
contact the U.S. Postal Inspection Service at 877-876-
2455 or through its 
website   https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov. 

 
 

https://www.boatus.com/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Deputy-for-Operations-Policy-and-Capabilities-DCO-D/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Deputy-for-Operations-Policy-and-Capabilities-DCO-D/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/1a25ee8
https://www.ftc.gov/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/COD%20RENEWAL.pdf
https://www.uscg.mil/nvdc
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2291786
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2291786
https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov/
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BYC January Events 

 

Every Wednesday 

 5:30 p.m. Fantail Social.  Watch 
MORF races from the Topside 
Lounge. 

 

Every Saturday 

 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Happy Hour 

 

 

Tuesday January 12 

 7:00 p.m. Book Club (by Zoom) 

 

 
 

Bowsprit Advertisers 
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